48                BALZAC'S  YOUTH
turn-ties in other ways. An old lady living in the house with the Balzacs had been an intimate friend of the great Beaumarchais. Honore' loved to talk to her, and would ask her questions, and listen with the greatest interest to her replies, till he could have written a Life of the celebrated man himself. His powers of acute observation, interest, and sympathy—in short, his intense faculty for human fellowship, as well as his capacity for assimilating information from books—were already at work; and the future novelist was consciously or unconsciously collecting material in all directions.
In 1816 it was considered necessary that he should be started with regular work, and  he was established for eighteen months with a lawyer, M. de Guillonnet-Merville, who was, like M. Lepitre, a friend of the Balzac family, and an ardent Royalist. Eugene Scribe—another amateur lawyer—as  M. de Guillonnet-Merville indulgently remarked, had just left the office, and Honore was established at the desk and table vacated by him.    He became very fond of his chief, whom he has immortalised as DerviUe in  "Une Tenebreuse Affaire," "Le Pere Goriot," and other novels ; and he dedicated to this old friend " Un Episode sous la Terreur," which was published in 1846, and is a powerful and touching story of the remorse felt by the executioner of Louis XVI.    After eighteen months in this office, he passed the same  time  in  that  of M. Passez, a notary, who lived in the same house with the Balzacs, and was another of their intimates.glected—Dispute with. Emile de Girardin—Balzac's un-happiness and suspense—He goes to Rome—Comes back better in health and spirits—et La Cousine Bette " and " Le Cousin Pons"—Balzac goes to Wiesbaden—Marriage of Comtesse Anna and Comte Georges Mniszech—Balzac and Madame Hanska secretly engaged—Parisian gossip . . 273
